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i-pThe following is from the Monthly Repository, an 


Unitarian work, ptblished in England. 


PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE SUPPOSED TO 
RELATE TO FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 


Sin.—As the great end of Christianity is to realise 
the blessings of an immortal life to mankind, so the 
ercat means by which it aims to accomplish this end, 
rf the gradual establishment of “* the kingdom of God 
* in other words, the promotion 
of true religion and virtue, and the removal of their 


and his righteousness ; 


opposites, more especially by modifying and ultimate- 
ly effecting the extinction of all those dominations to 
which they To effect 
these objects the doctrine, miracles, and example 


owe their chief support. 
of Christ were immediately directed. Whatever bless- 
ings may be in reserve for ovr race, when thev shall 
have attained to very exalted degrees of intellect and 
yirtue, in a state quite remored trom this earth and 
world, the immediate object of our Lord’s efforts was 


evidently to introduce righteousness and consequent | 


felicity ato it. 


is occupied with the steps by which this object was to} 


he accomplished, as the form of prayer which he has 
left for our use contains the expres: petition, that the 
kingdom of God may come, and his will be done on 
earth as it isin heaven. Much good and-evil would 
attend the progress of his gospel, leading to the estab- 
lishment of his kingdom, and the successive alterations 
and final removal of other governments. This good 
and evil, including a variety of circumstances, formed 
the frequent subjects of his predictions, and as the 
Jews, whom he addressed, were chiefly interested in 
‘ars of the intreduction of his.gospe] into 
the worl!. and the consequences of its acknowledg- 
ment or rejection to those of their own generation, his 
prophetic declarations have often a pointed relation to 
these topics. ‘The dreadful calamities which befel 
the Jewish nation in consequence of their incredulity 
and wickedness were foretold by him, sometimes in 
plain, and sometimes in figurative terms; the latter 
appear to have been in some instances mistaken for 
predictions concerning the punishment of all wicked 
men in a future world. There are other prophecies of 
Christ, which appear to relate to the calamities of the 
subjects of Antichrist in these later ages, and which 
being expressed by similar symbols, may reasonably 
admit of an interpretation upon similar principles. 

The same or similar expressions are used in the 


the particu 


The whole of his prayer (John xvii.) | 


lis the furnace of fire in the parable of the tares, and 
the everlasting fire, or everlasting punishment, Mat. 
/xxv. 41,46. I submit the following remarks on the 
two former of these passages : 

|  Gehenna,” observes Dr. Campbell, * is originally 
}a compound of two Hebrew words ge hinnom, the val- 





| ley of Hinnom, a place near Jerusalem, of which we 
first read in the book of Joshua xv. 8. The place was 


also called Tophet, 2 Kings xxiii. 10. We read, Jer. 
xix. 6--8, “Behold the days come, saith Jehovah, that 


i this place shall no more be called ‘Pophet, nor the val- 
| ley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter ; 


land I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusa- | 


| 
| lem in this place, and I will cause them to fall by the 


| sword before their enemies, and I will make this city 
idesolate and a hissing,” &c. Immediately after the 
| apostrophe to the pharisees, Mat. xxiii. 33, ** How 
can ye escape the judgment of Gehenna ?” follows 
‘from verses 34—38, a like explicit prediction of tem- 

poral calamities to “come upon that generation,” 
| whereby Jerusalem would be ** Jeft desolate.» In 
| this passage our Lord, after referring to the judgment 
|of Gehenna, as a future event of which his auditors 
|had some knowledge, proceeds to particularize a very 
|heavy temporal judgment to befall that same genera- 
| tion, whom he had denominated ‘* a generation of vi- 


ee me ——— ae 


nancing it, lead to an opposite inference. As it wasin 
the valley of Hinnom that “ the cruel sacrifices of 
children were made to Moloch” by fire, it has been 
thought that from this circumstance it was employed 
as ‘* an emblem of hell, or the place of torment reserv 
ed for the punishment of the wicked in a future state ;” 
but the scripture characters, we see, adopted such 
phrases as emblems of events more accordant with ex- 
perience and with the attributes of the true"God. If 
Gehenna in this place signifies a place of destructive 
warlare, it does not seem likely that any where else iv 
the gospels it should signify a place of exquisite suffer- 
ings in a future world. 

It is the observation of Whitby upon Mat. viii.11,12, 
that ‘* to lie down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven, doth not here signify to enjoy 
everlasting happiness in heaven with them, but only 
to become the sons of Abraham by faith; to be his heirs 
according to the promise. This, saith Christ, shall be 
the blessing of the believing Gentiles; whereas the 
unbelieving Jews, wanting the faith of Abraham, shall 
be deprived of the blessings promised to his seed.’—~ 
| From them, theretore, ‘* the kingdom of God” was to 
be ‘* taken,” Mat. xxi. 43; they would by their unbe- 
lief be removed from the government of God and his 
Christ, and the consequences would be dreadful.—Their 





pers,’ and represented as liable to the punishment of | state of ignorance, and the miseries they would. ander- 


, Gehenna. 


' 


In the conclusion, however, he is so far 
from intimating that it would be followed by another 
far more dreadful judgment in a future state, that the 
opposite inference is rather to be drawn from his words - 
‘* Ye shall no'more see my face till ye shall say, Bles- 
sed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord ;”” which 
implies that a time would at length arrive when they 
would acknowledge Christ and be received into his 
favor. Since Gehenna is literally the valley of Hin- 
nom, in which a judgment by the jire of warfare had 
been predicted by Jeremiah, and our Lord’s predic- 
tion, in all its particulars, respects the like temporal 
calamities terminating in the same event, the desola- 
tion of Jerusalem, with this additional circumstance, 
that it should come upon that very generation,—an 
event which was most signally accomplished,—is there 
not every reason to conclude that the judgment in- 
tended in both cases was the slaughter of the Jewish 
people by war, whether at the same or at different 
periods? Joel, as quoted by Peter, Acts ii. 19, uses 
the phrase ** blood and fire and vapor of smoke” in 
| speaking of the same calamities as those predicted by 
Christ to that generation. The judgment by the fire 


‘ 


| go in consequence of their thus excluding theniselves 
| from the Divine protection; their expulsion from the 
{land of Canaan, and captivity among the Gentiles, 

might be compared to the exclusion of guests from a 
bridal supper, at which the house of reception was fill- 
ed with lights, while those who were without were in 
darkness ; and because those who were thus excluded 
from the marriage feast were not only exposed to 
shame, but also to cold and hunger, therefore it is ad- 
ded, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth——lan- 
guage strikingly descriptive of the unhappy fate of the 
Jewish nation in consequence of their rejection of Chris- 
tianity. The superior faith shewn by a Gentile above 
ithe Israelites, was the occasion of this prediction, and 
this faith constituted the entrance of the Gentiles into 
the kingdom or government of God, while the unbelief 
_of the Jews constituted their exclusion from it.—- 
| When Christ was addressing them they were “ the 
_ children of the kingdom,” or the subjects of the Divine 
‘government, and almost its only subjects; but they 
would be cast out: from them the kingdom of God 
| would be removed, while the Gentiles, who were not 
| its subjects or children, would be received into it from 





scriptures to denote war and other temporal calamities, of Gehenna seems, therefore, sufficiently explained by all quarters, forming a new and ‘ peculiar people 
which are supposed to relate to the sufferings of a fu-| Jesus and his apostle, agreeably to the prediction of | zealous of good works,” or ‘a nation bringing forth 


ture state.* 
and the ‘undying worm, which are some of the strong- 
est phrases that are, or indeed can be employed to ex- 
press punishment, plainly indicate in some passages 
the violence, miseries and destruction attendant on 


warfare; and it is reasonable to employ these plain | 


passages in interpreting others where the seuse is more 
obscure or uncertain, and to conclude that the purport 
of such phrases is the same, or similar in all cases, In 
which they are used in prophetic language to Goncte 
divine judgments, and where it does not appear from 
the context, or from other considerations, that they re- 
quire a different interpretation. The term Gehenna 
in the gospels is generally understood to signify the 
place—and the fire of Gehenna the state oF condition 
ofthe punishment of the wicked beyond the grave ; 48 


a 





Flaming, unquenchable and eternal fire, | 


Jeremiah, and confirmed by its actual accomplishment ! the fruits thereof.” A sufficient and consistent expli- 
on that very generation of the Jews, without our hav- | cation of this passage, therefore, seems to be furnished 
ing recourse to the hypothesis of a judgm-ent of a still from the facts attending the first promulgation of 
more dreadful nature, upon the same generation, in a christianity, without recourse to the doctrine of the 
future world. We believe that God is not a vindic- | separation of the whole body of mankind, of all ages, 
tive, but an all-beneficent Being, and surely it is more | into two classes ina future existence, and their con- 
accordant with this belief to interpret the Gehenna of ; signment into two opposite and permanent states of fe- 
fire by its symbolic signification in other prophecies, | licity and suffering by the immediate hand of Omnipo- 
by the prediction of the ancient prophet, by the illus- | tence. , . 

tration it receives from our Lord himself and his apos- The expressions used Mat. xiii. 41, 42, correspond 
tle, and by the unexampled miseries and calamities | 7 $0 many particulars with those we have just consid- 
which did come upon those very people who were ered, that to me they evidently appear to refer to the 
threatened, than to suppose, certainly without any ome facts, with oe addition of some other well-known 
evidence from the passage in itself considered, that | eae ies ve Son of man bere sends forth his 
the expression implies that this will be followed up by angels e = er oe bis kingdom all things that of- 
a far heavier judgment ina future world ; especially | fend, and them which do iniquity ; who cas/ them into 


ne | when our Lord’e concluding words, so far from counte- a lake of fire, where shall be wailing and gnashing of 


* See Isajah Ixvi. 15, 16, 24. Jude 7. 
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teeth. As fire is the symbol of war and destruction, so 
a lake or furnace of fire seems here and in Rey. xix. 20, 
to denote such a great and conclusive war as effects a 
complete overthrow and extinction of governments.—— 
Such was the Roman war, by which Jerusalem was 
taken, its temple rased,; and the Jewish polity subvert- 
ed. That the end of the age, verse 40, signifies the 





period of the destruction of the temple, or the termina- | 


tion of the Mosaic dispensation, appears evident from 
comparing Matthew xxiv. 3, with Luke xxi. 6, 7.— 
The angels must, then, be the Roman armies, who by 


pointing their vengeance against the Jews, (while the | 


christians escaped from the calamities to which they 
were exposed,) gathered out of the kingdom those 
great offenders, and, together with their power to do 
evil, destroyed great numbers of them in that most fa- 
tal warfare. This being a great confirmation of Chris- 
tianity, by the fulfilment of Christ’s predictions, con- 
stituted the first coming of the Son of man, to whom 
Ged had given authority to execute judgment ; and the 
Christians now appearing to be God's only favored 
people, would attract the notice of mankind, and by 
their superior knowledge and virtue, would * shzne 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” vy. 43. 

I am aware that the above observations may appear 
to some as having an injurious tendency, by diminish- 
ing the apprehensions of the sinner for the future con- 
sequences of his sins. But as they appear to me to be 


founded in truth, so I conceive that the views they | 
present of retributive justice are much more consistent | 
with the Divine attributes, as illustrated by experience, | 


and much better adapted to operate upon our reason 


and feelings than representations of° continued suffer- | 
ings to one whole division of mafikind, consisting, of | 
course, of characters of very various descriptions, in a, 
renewed life, by preserving it in a state of suffering | 


(whether from literal or emblematic fire) which in the 
present constitution of our bodies must effect their de- 
struction, or, by restoring the vital principle, to be 
subjected to final death. 

The important passage, Mat. xxv. 31—46, on which 
some remarks will be offered, presents considerations 
which should peculiarly awaken the efforts of the vir- 
tuous and arouse the fears of sinners, whether spiritual 
or fesporal, in these later times, and at this awful 


crisis, 


“iD >< Gia. 


trom the Religious Inquirer. 





LIBERALITY. 


On Tuesday, Nov. 2d, the Vermont Legislature 


Mr. Mattocks then nominated the Rev. Wilbour 
Fisk, of the Methodist connexion, and briefly stated 
that he believed it a right to which that order, or the 


i 


Episcopalians, were entitled this year, according to the. 
| custom which the house had adopted. He stated that 
Mr. Fisk wasa gentleman of fine talents--had receiv- , 


‘ed a public education at one of our colleges, and was a 
presiding elder. 


Mr. Haight then stated that he believed the ap- 
' pointment belonged to the other side of the mountain, 
‘and therefore nominated the Rev. Buel Goodsell, who, 
‘he said, was alsoa presiding elder of the Methodist 
connexion, and a man of good talents. 


Mr. Adams, of Burlington, said there were very few 
Universalists in this part of the state; and it was his 
opinion that there were in that vicinity, nine handred 
and ninety-nine Methodists to one Universalist. 


| Mr. Smith, of Barre, said he would inquire what the | 


‘number of the Universalists was, and if the number 
‘was such as to entitle them to this privilege, (if they 
‘esteemed it such) he hoped the house would appoint 


. } 
the gentleman who had been nominated by the mem- | 


ber from Reading. He said there were a large num- 
| ber of Universalists in this vicinity. 
jsaid, there were three societies, and he believed the 
| Universalists were the most numerous. 


The house then proceeded to ballot, when, the Rev. 
| R. Bartlett was declared elected. 


His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, then nominated 
ithe Rev. Samuel C. Loveland, of the Universalist 
| connexion, for substitute, in case of Mr. Bartlett's fail- 
\ure, Who was appointed accordingly.” 


From the Christian Magazine. 


A STRANGE THING. 


I find by conversation with my neighbors, and from 
the perusal of books and pamphlets which they are 
| frequently putting into my hands, that there is an opin- 
‘ion extensively prevalent that all mankind will be 
\saved. Those with whose views I am best acquainted, 
generally believe that there is no punishment after 


5 
Sin, it is thought, involves its own punishment. 





death. 
| Consequently when mankind cease to sin, as it is sup- 
'posed they all will at death, there will be an end to 
| all their sufferings. This opinion appears to me strange, 
not because it is entirely new, but because it is iucon- 
sistent with so many other things which I have long 
; considered as facts, and which so far as I know, have 
| been considered as facts by others. 





strange, because it places almost every thing connect- 
ed with it, ina new and singular attitude. It is, not 
my object, in the present communication, directly to 
j attack this opinion, but only to show my readers how 


went into joint committee, to choose three Directors of | strange it appears, when considered in connexion with 


the Vermont State Bank, a Surveyor General, and a 
person to preach the next election sermon ; on the last 
poinf'their Catholicism was so uncommon, that it de- 
serves to be recorded totheir honor. ‘he time was 
in Massachusetts, when a Universalist minister was de- 
nied his salary, in a court of justice, because Judge 
Parsons affirmed that he was not a Protestant, in con- 
sequence of his disbelieving the eternity of hell tor- 
ments. Butas light advances, liberality of feeling and 
independency of thought increase. We rejoice to be- 
lieve the heavens are brightening with a better day, 
and that its illumination and warmth are already per- 
ceptible among the cold and darkening fogs of earth. 


EXTRACT. 


“The committee was then called upon to give their 
ballots for such person as they would elect to preach 
the next election sermon, when 


Mr. Loveland of Reading, nominated the Rev. Ro- 
bert Bartlett, of Hartiand, who, he said, was of the 
Universalist connexion. Mr. L. proceeded to support 
the right, which he contended that denomination had 
to this appointment, in remarks of considerable length, 
in which he alluded to the honorable stations which 
were filled by gentlemen of the Baptist order, though 
they had formerly been despised, &c, ; 


) certain truths and facts, which are generally, if not | 


universally acknowledged. 
of the fact that the primitive Fathers of the Church 
did not believe this opinion, that the voice of antiquity 
is decidedly against it, that the truly pious of every 
age have considered it of a peculiarly dangerous ten- 
deucy, that individuals of abandoned lives make ita 
refuge to shelter themselves from the fear of deserved 
punishment, that it is often embraced with little re- 
flection, aud given up when the near approach of 
death disposes the mind to a serious consideration of 
what the scriptures reveal respecting futurity. Al- 
though I firmly believe, that there is something in 
these facts, which justifies a strong presumption against 
the opinion, and which cannot be candidly considered 
by its warmest advocates without serious misgivings ; 
yet I choose not, in this place, to insist upon any thing 
which they present, as an argument against it. But 
there are facts, to which I would tura the attention of 
my readers, which appear to me unaccountable, upon 
the supposition that the doctrine of\ Universal Salya- 
tion is taught in the gospel. 

The first of these is the solicitude, which the apos- 
tles manifested for the salvation of their hearers.-They 





' 


In his town, he | 


It appears to me | 


e } 
I shall here make nothing | 


couversed and preached, and prayed, aud labored as 
though they were deeply concerned for the salvation 
of their fellow-men. Paul, in his epistle to the Ro- 
| mans, expresses the anxiety which he felt for his breth- 
ren the Jews. ** I say the truth in Christ, I he not, m 

conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost 
| that | have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my 
heart. For I could wish myself accursed from Christ, 
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,» 
In the first verse of the next chapter, he gives us the 
reason why he was so anxious respecting his brethren, 
ie My heart’s desire, and prayer to God for Israe] is, 
that they might be saved.” ‘That the salvation of his 
hearers was the object of Paul’s ezertions, as well as 
prayers, is more than intimated in the following pas- 
sage. ** | am made all things to «ll men, that I might 
by all means save some.” 


Paul was anxious, not only 
| so to conduct himself as to secure the salvation of his 
fellow creatures, but that a// to whom the treasures of 
the gospel were Committed should do the same. This 
| is apparent from the following address to Timothy.— 
| ** Take heed unto thyself aud unto thy doctrine; con- 
‘tinue in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save 
| thyself and them that hear thee.’ Now upon the 
supposition, that Paul, and the rest of the apostles, 
knew that all would be saved, it appears to me strange, 
| that they should manifest this solicelude about it. Itis 
not natural for mankind to be anxious that an event 


|should take piace, when they know infallibly, that it 
cannot be prevented. We see noone anxious lest the 
sun should not continue to rise and set, anc tlie sea- 
sons observe their appointed successioius. Aud the 


only conceivable reason is, all men are satisfied that 
}the rising and setting of the sun, and the rotation of 


the seasons will continue as they have done. Now if 





| Paul knew, and if it is a truth he did unquestionably 
| know it, that all men would be saved, he could not 
|have had any anxiety sespecting the salvation of his 
/brethren or any one else, any more than those who 
| knew the sun will rise to-morrow, can be anxious lest 
they be lettin total darkness. Paul’s anxiety respect- 
}ing the salvation of his brethren and others, and the 
'ereat exeriions which he made, and endeavoring to in- 
‘fluence others to make in order to save them, are 
‘strange and unaccountable things, upon every other 
supposition, but that of his considering them in danger 
of perishing, and his seriously fearing that maoy of 
them actually would perish. 

2. If the doctrine of Universal Salvation was taught 
\by the apostles, it appears to me strange, that their 
|hearers were so much alarmed at their preachivg.— 
‘That the preaching of the apostles did excite great 
alarm and anxiety among their hearers, is a fact with 
which few can be unacquainted. On the day of Pen- 
tecost three thousand were pricked at their heart upon 
tne hearing of Peter’s sermon; and under the influ- 
| ence of their deep anxiety, they exclaimed, ‘* Men 
‘and brethren, what shall we do.” It seems to have 
|been a conviction of his guilty perishing condition, 
produced by the doctrine of Paul, that influenced the 
Jailor to inquire, what he should do to be saved.— 
When Paul stood before Felix the Roman Governor, 
and * reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix trembled.” Now if the apos 
tles believed the doctrine of Universal Salvation, they 
were doubtless understood to preach it. But it - 
pears to me strange, that their hearers, while listening 
to the cheering truth that all would be saved, se to 
what evidently implied this, should tremble, give 91808 
of the deepest distress, and with tears entreat the 
apostles to inform them what they must do to be sav 
ed. Their deep solicitude is perfectly natural upos 
the supposition that they were taught the reality a 
future judgment, and the danger in which they stoo 
of perishing forever, as a just punishment for their ao 
We can easily see that a firm belief in this truth, a2 
'a lively apprehension of it, would produce the — 
| wembling and alarm, and inquiry which were produc 


























ed. But as the opinion under consideration is incon- 
sistent with their having been taught avy such thing, 
it renders the fact of their deep anxiety wholly unac- 
countable. To get rid of the difficulty, we will for 
the present suppose, that they were needlessly alarmed, 
as many are occasionally thought to be at the present 
day. 

3 Admitting the fact that Christ and the apostles 
taught the doctrine of Universal Salvation, it appears 
to me inexpressibly strange, that their hearers mani- 
Christ 
and the apostles doubiless preached the truth plainly 
and faithfully. Of course, if the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation is true, they preached this doctrine,—they 
were understood to preach it and they never preached 
any thing inconsistent with it. Now what there is in 
this doctrine so repugnant to the feclings of the human 
heart, as to excite such opposition as Christ and the 
apostles encountered from the world, I never could 


fested so much opposition to their preaching. 


see. That the feelings of all men in an unsanctified 
state are opposed to the doctrine of future and eternal 


T 


i 
his own experience, as well as from observation. 


this doctrine, it would be perfectly easy to account for 


all the opposition which was made against them. But 


why all the world, as it were, should rise up against 
these holy men, and persecute them even unto death, 


only for declaring the glad tidings of the salvation of 


all men, is one of those unaccountable things which I 
acknowledge myself unable to explain. 

4, Upon the supposition that all will be saved, there 
is something 
which Christ 


peculiarly strange in the language, in 
and the apostles speak of the future state 
With the 
mind, that it was the design of Christ and the apostles 
to teach the certain salvation of all men, let the read- 


of the righteous and wicked. idea in his 


er consider fora moment a few of their expressions, 
and see if there is not something peculiarly sfrange in 
them. ‘** Fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul; but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body inbell.”’ In Luke, 
* Fear him which after he hath killed, hath power to 
cast into hell; yea I say unto you fear him.”’ It is 
not a little surprising that Christ, who upon the princi- 
ple here assumed, wished to guard his hearers against 


any apprehensions of a punishment beyond this life, | 


should here speak of God's being able to destroy the 


soul, as well as the body ; to destroy the soul in hell, 


after he had killed the body. 


Besides, | cannot see the conclusiveness of our Sa- 


UNI 


unishment, is a truth which every one knows from then, that Christ who is supposed to have known that| sheep from the goats, of his inviting the one to the en- 


On | 
the supposition that Christ and his apostles preached 
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to destruction, and of course that none are going there ; 
that instead of saying, very nearly in the style of the 
illiberal partialists of the present day, * strait is the 
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life 
and few there be that find it,” he would have adopted 
the more catholic language of another class, and with- 


wide, that the way thither is broad, and that all will 
find it. 

‘* Marvel not at this, the hour cometh in which all 
that are in their graves shall hear his voice and come 


life, and they that have done evil to the resurrection 
of damnation.”» Should I hear a preacher at the pre- 
sent day use such an expression as this without any ex- 
_ planation, I should naturally conclude that he believed, 
not only in the future resurrection of the bodies of all 
the dead, but of the subsequent happiness of the righ- 
| teous, and misery of the wicked. 
jis the conclusion of ninety nine in a hundred, the first 
time they hear the expression. 





It is truly astonishing 


these doctrines are totally false, and extremely perni- 
cious, should have used such an expression. Not one 
in fifty of those who now preach Universal Salvation, 
would, it is presumed, have the imprudence to drop 
this expression, or any one similar to it, without at the 
same time so explaining it, as to prepare his audence 
‘to receive a meaning essentially different from the 
|most obvious sense of the words. 

In his explanation of the parable of the tares and the 
| wheat, Christ says ‘‘ the field is the world; the good 
seed are the children of the kingdom ; but the tares are 
| the children of the wicked one; the enemy that sowed 
_ them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world ; 
/and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be at 
‘the end of the world. The Son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his king- 
;dom all things that offend, and them which do iniqui- 
ity. Ané@ shall cast them into a furnace of fire; there 
‘shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall 
| the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
‘their Fathe:.”» When I consider that this is an expla- 
| nation of a parable which Carist had previously spok- 
en; am attempt to make more plain to them, what he 
had left in comparative obscurity, | have no words to 
|express the astonishment which I feel at his language. 
Instead of finding the doctrine of Unisersal Salvation 
| plainly and unequivocally taught, as we might expect, 
| if Christ believed it himself, from such a parable as 


+ ee et reenact nln 


out hesitation declared, that the gate of Heaven is; tion of the world, 


forth, they that have done good to the resurrection of | 


This, I cannot doubt, | 


99 
ered all nations : and he shall separate them one from 
another as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats; 
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand and the 
goats onthe left. Then shall the king say unto them 
on his right hand, come ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
Then shall he say also unto them 
on the left hand, Depart, ye cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal.” Now if the opinion, that 
there is to be a day of judgment at which all the hu- 
man race will be summoned before Christ, the righte- 
ous separated from the wicked, the one received to 
endless happiness, and the other consigned to cease- 
less perdition, be groundless, it is to me peculiarly 
strange, that Christ, who must have known the false- 
hood of this doctrine, should give so much occasion for 
the belief of it, as he does when he speaks of all na- 
tions being gathered before him, of his separating the 





viour’s reasoning in this place. What if Ged is able to. this, we find here a distinction made between the 
destroy the soul, as well as the body? This is no good ‘children of the kingdom and the children,of the wick- 
reason why we should fear Aim, rather than any other! ed one, an assertion that those who do iniquity, shall 
being, if it is known that he will not do it. What if) be gathered out of the kingdom of God, and cast into 
God is able to destroy the soul in hell 2. If it is known | a lake of fire, and an intimation that the righteous only 
that there ‘is no such place of future punishment as, shall shine forth in the kingdom of their Father. How 
hell, and if God is so good that he will not destroy the | much more like a Universalist would Christ have spok- 
~sonl in hell, I do xfot see why the circumstance that he (en, and if he meant to intimate that all would be sav- 
is able to do it, need friehten us. h more generally, as well as easily would 








Bat in this case I cannot see 
the force of his argument, unless he meant to teach 
the dreadful doctrine, that the souls of the wicked 
Will go to hell, as a place of punishment after the de- 
Cease of their bodies. 

‘** Enter ye in at the straight gate ; for wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and, many there be which go in thereat; because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Now 
as Christ believed in the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion, I should suppose, that instead of exhorting his 
hearers to enter in at the strait gate, he would have 
told them that they would euter in at the strait gate; 
that instead of using the alarming expression, “ Wide 
is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be which go im thereat,” 


I doubt not Christ | ed, how muc 
did reason conclusively. 


he would bave told them honestly that there ts nc Way ithe thi 


he have been understood, if he had been silent respect- 
ling a distinction between the children of the kingdom, 
‘and the children of the wicked one, and called them 
lall the children of God. And, instead of dooming a 
| part to a lake of fire, as is frequently done in the pul- 
| pits of those now termed bigoted ecclesiastics, he had 
‘said, not the righteous shall shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father, but that aii the human 
‘shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
‘their Father.” Christ was honest and sincere, plain 
and faithful in his instructions. But how he could be 
so, and use such language as is found in the explana- 
tion of this parable, while he believed that all would 
be saved, is certainly among the mysteries which are 


race 


not yet understood. 





; 
} 


‘++ When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
atl the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon} 


righteous from the wicked as a shepherd divideth the 


|joyment of that kingdom prepared for them by his 
Father, and of his bidding the other depart accursed 
into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels. If he did not believe this doctrine, it is certain- 
ly natural to suppose, that he would have been more 
cautious, than to use language which seems unequivo- 
cally toexpress it. That thousands of honest inquirers 
after truth, have understood him to assert this doctrine 
in the passage before us, is what few, if any, will pre- 
tend to deny; and that he knew they would thus un- 
derstand him is as generally acknowledged. It ap- 
pears to me strange, therefore, that he had not used 
expressions that would have clearly conveyed his 
meaning, and prevented the numerous distressing fears, 
as well as hurtful errors which his language has occa- 
sioned. Let my readers consider, that Christ /:new the 
truth upon this subject, that he was able to express it 
with the greatest plainuess, that he had no intentien 
of frightening them by false exaggerated representa- 
‘tions, but that his real object was to communicate the 
most important practical information ; and then let 
them tell me, how he came to use language which so 
much resembles that of those, who preach the gloomy 
doctrine of future and everlasting punishment. 

The conduct of the apostles, upon this subject, ap- 
pears to me equally strange with that of Christ. Con- 
sidering them as Universalists, designing to teach that 
there will be no punishment after this life, ] am whol- 
ly unable to reconcile their expressions with truth and 
sincerity. Paul’s language to the Corinthians, upon 
the future condition of mankind, very~ nearly re- 
sembles the Janguage-of those who preach in opposi- 
tion to the Universalists, the doctrine of fature punish- 
ment. ‘** We must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that every man may receive the things 
done in the body, according to that he hath done 
whether it be good or bad.” If Paul believed that 
there is no judgment after death, and no punishment 
only what is suffered in this life, it is very aidicutt, to 
say the least, to tell what he meant by our recejving 
at the judgment the things done in our hbodics. Nor 
does there appear to be any propriety in his intimating. 
as he appears to do in the following passage that man- 
kind go to judgment af/er death. * It is appointed un- 
to men once to die, and afler this the judgment.” An 
Universalist might, perhaps, in consequence of finding 
such expressions in the scriptures make use of them in 
his public discourses. 





But if he were a man of pru- 
dence, he would carefully guard the minds of his hear 
ers against a misunderstanding of them by his own ex- 
planations. When, therefore, I find Paul freely using 
such expressions and accompanying them with no ex- 
planations that seem in the Jeast to detract from their 
most obvious sense, | am compelled to conclude that 








‘one of his glory ; and before bin shall be gath-| 


he was avery imprudent preacher, or, {hat he was no 
Universalist. 
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I have often heard serious and worthy ministers of 
the gospel, unhappily tinctured, however with the be- 
lief of future and eternal punishment, censured for 
And there certainly has 





ciples of interpretation, to ascertain what he did mean 
by his expressions, yet he m* ht have appeared honest 
and sincere, and pradent. But to leave his expres- 
‘sions in the unguarded form in which they now stand, 
looks like a species of imprudence directly calculated 
to lead honest, sincere and even discerning minds into 
the gloomy belief of a day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men; a species of imprudence which we 


preachiog too much terror. 
heen, at times, some things in their awful denuncia- 
tion against sinners, which were enough to make the 
stoutest heart tremLle. Put what has surprised me_ 
more than any thing else relative to this subject, is the 
fact that Paul, and others of the apostles, use expres- 
sions upon this subject as strong, and as full of terror, 
as any thing which ever dr I 
never heard the most offensive of these preachers say | 


a injure the cause of any Universalist at the present day, 
and of which, | speak to their credit, none of this class, 
within my knowledge, is ever guilty. 

any thing which appeared tome more unequivocally to! 5. If there is no punishment after death, there ap- 
‘pears to me to be something strange, in God's treat- 


opped from their lips. 


assert the doctrine of tutare and cternal punishment, 


more indicative of God's displeasure with the wicked, ment of his creatures in this world. Generally speak- 
or better calculated to [righien them. (ian the follow- ing, the righteous and the wicked are here treated es- 


of Pauls The Lord Jesus shall be re- sentially alike. Although there are instances, in which 
God does by his providence, inflict signal punishments 
upon the wicked, and confer signal rewards upon the 


yet these instances being com- 


ing language 
vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels in flaming 

fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, | 
and that obey uot the gospe)] of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power.”’ It is possible that in the apostles’ days, 
people were not qnite so particular in regard to the 
lauguage used, as they are in these days of increased 
} ght and refinement. But one thing must be obvious | 
to all, should an Universalist preacher now make a 
iree use of such expressions of the apostlesas that above 
quoted, without accompanying them with his own in- 
terpretations, his hearers would conclude that he had 
changed his sentiments. ‘These remarks may lead my 
readers to conclude that Paul was more careless. or 

imprudent in his language than the rest of the apostles. 

But I am far from thinking that this is a fact. Although | 
i dislike to charge him or any of his brethren with im-| 


righteous in this life ; 
‘paratively rare, must be considered among the ertra- 
‘ordinary events of his providence. God's general rule 
of dealing with his creatures in this life, a rule from 
| which he never departs, except in extraordinary cases, 
‘and for special purposes, is expressed in the following 


words: ** He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 


|just.”? Solomon seems to have been convinced, that 


a 
«ct 


fas a genera! rule, God treats the righteous and the 


wicked alike in this world. ‘ All things, he says, 


come alike unto al! 
cous, andtothe wicked.” 
‘* there is a vanity done upon the carth; that there be 


; there is one event to the right- 
In another place he says. 


just men, unto whom it happencth according to the 


i work of the wicked; 


prudence or insincerity ; yet upon the supposition that | whom it happencth according to the work of the righ- | 


teous.”” 
ed in these words, that rewards and punishments are 
not always distributed in this life according to the de- 
serts of men, it is s/range to me, that there should not 
be a future retribution. To my mind, there is no truth 
more indisputable than this; the goodness of God 
must lead him, sooner or later, totreat all his creature: 
according to their characters. 

Besides, upon the principle that all will be imme- 
diately happy after death, there is 


they believed in the salvation of all men, I say again, 
| cannot reconcile their language with their sentiments, 
or with any serious intention of communicating them. 





We will now suppose that Jolin was an Universalist, 
aud at the same time, c der fora moment, the lan 
guage which he uses in relating a vision which he had 
of futare things. ‘+I saw a great white throne and | 
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the} 
heivens fled away. And I saw the dead small and 
zreat stand before God; and the books were opened ; | 


ys} 


sisi 


often something 


and another book was opened which was the book of! strange, even in those instances in which God makes a 
life; and the dead were judged out of those things! distinction between the righteous and the wicked in | 


which were written in the books according to their! this world, When ever the judgments of God upon 
works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in | the wicked are such as to carry them out of the world, 
it, and death and hell delivered up the dead which | they must, for ought! can see, become blessings, as in 
were in them, and they were judged every man accord- | such cases, they are always instrumental of remoyi g 
ing to their works. And death and hell were cast into | the subjects of them from this world to heaven. Now 
the lake of fire. This is the seconddeath. And who-|the flood, which has uniformly been considered as a 
soever was not found written in the book of life was udgment upon those who perished in its waters, must, 
cast into the lake of fire.” Here I cannot refrain from | upon the principle here assumed, be considered as ‘ 
remarking that it is a sfrange thing, that John, who as;judgment upon Noah, ands blessing to those who 
we have supposed, was perfectly free from any appre- | were destroyed! Reader, look at this subject one 
heusiun of a judgment after death, should have had|momeut. Those who perished, all went immediately 
just such # vision as this, And admitting, as we must, |to heaven, where they were made perfectly happy “A 
that he did have it, it is unaccountable that he should | the enjoyment of God; while Noah, after having wit- 
not have had the prudence to express himself a little | nessed the agonies of a dying world, and enduring the 
differently, or to add some explanation to his words, | sorrows of this seemingly dreadful catastrophe for forty 
which would have satisfied every honest reader, that | days and forty nights, was left an afflicted, solitary in- 
he did not mean all which he seems to say. If he had] dividual, with no society but his own family, and no 
told us, expressly, that he did not mean by what he | possessions but the ruins of his ark. To this solitary pil- 
bad said respecting the dead smal! and great standing grimage he was d:.ven,for no otherreason than for being 
before God, to intimate that any of the human raceja good man, while ihe true cause of his companions 
would ever be raised from the dead; that he did not | al! being received so soon to heaven wag, they had cor- 
design, by the book’s being opened and the dead’s be-| rupted their way before the Lord!~A similar reason 
ing judged out of the things written in the books, to be | must be assigned why Lot, deprived of his wife, and 
uuderstood that any would hereafter be called to an] dispossessed of his inheritance, was obliged to linger 
account for what they had done in this life; and that | out a pitiful existence in the little city Zoar, while the 
Ly his declaration, *‘ Whosoever was not found writ- | inhabitants of Sodem and Gomorrah, after one momen- 
ten in the book of life was cast into the luke of fire,” | tary pane. fro: on en : . 

he had not the west distant thought of alarming ng pr ses hice 8 peheg ars Pernt prt ny A 
one with the fear of future punishment, although it | bliss; and why Messi was required to endure reste 
vould then have heen impossible, upon any fair prin- | bors, and hardsh@ps, and self-denial ofa journey through 


t 
it 
i 





are sure Would destroy the popularity, and essentially | 


the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the un- ! 


again there be wicked men to! 


Now if it is a fact, as is unequivocally assert- | 


| the wilderness, and to hear, for the space of fort 
|the murmurs and reproaches of a rebellions 
| while Pharaoh and his hosts, who malicionsly pursued 
hia, all safely entered the rest prepared for the peo- 
ple of God, the moment they were overwhelmed in the 
‘red sea. ‘This is the strange attitude in which the 
opinion under consideration presents all the judgments 
of God, which have ever swept the wicked from the 
earth. So far from having been evils to them who 
{suffered them, they appear to have been blessines! 
On the whole, I cannot bu re 


Y years, 
People, 


: hay think if strange, that a 
doctrine, attended with so many strange things, should 
be thought to be true. There must be something 
strange in the structure of that mind, or inthe feelings 
of which it is the subject, which can believe this dae: 
trine, in the face of so much plain testimony, and ip 
opposition to so many well known facts. The mind 
which can believe this doctrine in opposition to the 
scriptural facts, and scriptural testimony which present 
themselves against it, cannot be prevented, by serip- 
ture, from believing any thing which it wishes to be 
true. Do you ask, reader, what is the reason, why 
so many readily receive the false and absurd doctrine 
which has now been considered? Jn the following 
scripture, you have ananswer: ** Having the under- 
standing darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God through the ignorance that is in them, because of 
'the blindness of their heart.” 


(cA Reply to the above in our next. 
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Br. Leuven Wiriwts bas removed from Washington 
‘to Lebanon, N. Hl. and ministers to the Universalist 
Society in that place, and others in the vicinity. 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


CO ae 





By Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Samuel Thing to Miss 
Mary Loring, formerly of Bath. 
By Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. John M. Roberts to Miss 


| 


Mr. Peter Duffey to Miss Su- 


Catherine Mailory. 
Mr. Zedekiah Sanger to Miss Har- 


I san Wheelwright. 
'riet Hall. 

in Charlestown on Thankegiving evening, Mr. Zeph- 
}eniah Osgood to Miss Sybell Rugg. 
| In Gloucester, by the Rev. Thomas Jones, Mr. Bene 
! jamin Atkins to Miss Sophia N. Jones, daughter of the 


‘Rev. Thomas Jones 
DIMI IN THIS CITY, 


Mrs. Nancy, wife of Mr. Benjamin Homer, aged 38. 
}On Tuesday, JUth ult. Ellen R. Dalton, aged 2 months. 
|On Wednesday last, Mr. Charles W. G. Graupner, son 
| of Mr. Gotleib Graupner. On Saturday morning, of 
| Conemenption, Mr. Ephraim Howard, aged 50. 


JUST RECEIVED, | 


AND for Sale at this Office, MINUTES ofa DIS- 
CUSSION on the QUESTION * Is the punishment of 
the wicked abse'utely eternal? or is it only a temporal 
punishment in this world, for their good, and to be suc- 
ceeded by eternal happiness 2” Between Rev. ABNER 
KNEELAND, AND Rev. W. L. M’CALLA, at the first 
Independent Church of Christ, called Universalist, 12 
Lombard-street, Philadelphia.—In 6 Nos. at $1,50. 

Just received and forsale at this Office, Memous 
of General LA FAYETTE, wih an account of his 
visit to America, and of his reception by the people of 
the United States, from his arrival August 15th, to the 
celebration at Yortown Oct. 19th, 1824. Price $i. 


Also, a SERIES of LETTERS in DEFENCE of DI- 
VINE REVELATION. Between H. BALLou aud A. 
KNEELAND.—Price $1. 
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